
Consent—Words or overt acts indicating a freely given agreement to the sexual conduct at issue by 

a competent person. An expression of lack of consent through words or conduct means there is no 

consent. Lack of verbal or physical resistance or submission resulting from the accused’s use of 

force, threat of force, or placing another person in fear does not constitute consent. A current or 

previous dating relationship or the manner of dress of the person involved with the accused in the 

sexual conduct at issue shall not constitute consent. There is no consent where the person is 

sleeping or incapacitated, such as due to age, alcohol or drugs, or mental incapacity.  

 

Retaliation—  

1. The taking or threatening to take an adverse personnel action, or withholding or threatening to 

withhold a favorable personnel action, with respect to a military member because the member reported 

a criminal offense or;  

2. Ostracizing a military member, to include excluding from social acceptance, privilege or friendship 

with the intent to discourage reporting of a criminal offense or otherwise discourage the due 

administration of justice or;  

3. Maltreating a military member, to include treatment by peers or by other persons, that, when viewed 

objectively under all the circumstances, is abusive or otherwise unnecessary for any unlawful purpose, 

that is done with the intent to discourage reporting of a criminal offense or otherwise discourage the 

due administration of justice, and that results in physical or mental harm or suffering, or reasonably 

could have caused physical or mental harm or suffering. 

 

Restricted Reporting—A process used by a Service member to report or disclose that he or she is the 

victim of a sexual assault to specified officials on a requested confidential basis. Under these 

circumstances, the victim’s report and any details provided to the SARC, Healthcare Personnel, or a VA 

will not be reported to law enforcement to initiate an official investigation unless the victim consents or 

an established exception is exercised under DoDD 6495.01. (SAPR restricted reports require a signed DD 

Form 2910) 

 

Sexual Assault—Intentional sexual contact characterize by use of force, threats, intimidation, or abuse 

of authority, or when the victim does not or cannot consent. The term includes a broad category of 

sexual offenses consisting of the following specific UCMJ offenses: rape, sexual assault, aggravated 

sexual contact, abusive sexual contact, forcible sodomy (forced oral or anal sex), or attempts to commit 

any of these acts. 

 

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Victim Advocate (SAPR VA)—A person who, as a victim 

advocate, shall provide non-clinical crisis intervention, referral, and ongoing non-clinical support to adult 

sexual assault victims. Support will include providing information on available options and resources to 

victims. The SAPR VA, on behalf of the sexual assault victim, provides liaison assistance with other 



organizations and agencies on victim care matters and reports directly to the SARC when performing 

victim advocacy duties.  

Sexual Assault Response Coordinator (SARC)—The single point of contact at an installation or within a 

geographic area who oversees sexual assault awareness, prevention, and response training; coordinates 

medical treatment, including emergency care for sexual assault victims covered under this AFI; and 

tracks the services provided to a victim of sexual assault, covered under this AFI, from the initial report 

through final disposition and resolution.  

Special Victims’ Counsel—attorneys who are assigned to provide legal assistance to sexual assault 

victims through independent representation; builds and sustains victim resiliency; empowers victims; 

increases the level of legal assistance provided to victims. 

 

Unrestricted Reporting—A process that an individual covered by this policy uses to disclose, without 

requesting confidentiality or restricted reporting, that he or she is the victim of a sexual assault. Under 

these circumstances, the victim’s report and any details provided to the SARC, Healthcare Personnel, a 

VA, command authorities, or other persons are reported to law enforcement and may be used to initiate 

the official investigation process. (SAPR unrestricted reports require a signed DD Form 2910) 

 

Victim—For the purpose of this Instruction, a victim is a person who alleges direct physical, emotional, 

or pecuniary harm as a result of the commission of a sexual assault and who has a connection with the 

installation. If the victim is incompetent or incapacitated, the term “victim” includes one of the following 

representatives (in preferred order): spouse, legal guardian, parent, child, sibling, another family 

member, or another person designated by a court. Victims will be eligible for and provided services by 

the Air Force consistent with their legal status. The services contemplated range from referral to the 

appropriate civilian or foreign agency to the provision of all services available to an AD member. Nothing 

in this policy shall be construed to authorize or require the provision of specific services (such as medical 

care or therapeutic counseling) unless the victim has an independent entitlement to such services under 

relevant statutes or Department of Defense directives. The terms “victim” and “alleged victim” have the 

same meaning and are interchangeable in this Instruction.  
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